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Unitary Patent Guide:Unitary Patent Guide:
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Bulk data and API’s at the EPO that will offer UPP
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EP regional publication versus EP C0 marker

Bibliographic data

EP regionalData EP C0

Abstract

Family (simple/extended)

Citations (cited/citing)

INPADOC legal events

Procedural steps and events in 
Register 
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Full text – character-coded 

EP regionalData EP C0

Full text - Images

Thumbnail - Images

First page clippings

Search option OPS Register

Use family

Search by “ufd” and “urd” or 

application no search
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EP bibliographic data (EBD) in a bulk and 
Unitary Patent Protection (UPP) 

https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/ebd.html
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14.1 EP bibliographic data (EBD) in a bulk

§ EBD provides details of all newly published applications and patents, as well as recent changes to 

previously published patents also available in European Patent Bulletin. 

§ EBD includes the data listed in Rule 143 EPC

§ EBD weekly files in XML ST36 do not give the whole history and status of an EPO application or 

patent but you can partly combine EBD files with our European Patent Register data backfile.
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EBD and new XML elements
Publication date of EP C0 for bibliographic records 

will be taken from B7022 Tag 
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EBD and UPP

https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products/public/product/28

With EBD specification v 4.3
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• EP Register in a bulk (ST36) and Unitary Patent 
Protection (UPP) 

https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/register-data.html
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§ The European Patent Register data bi-yearly extraction provides complete historical data for an 

EPO patent application at any given time. 

§ The European Register data is a snapshot of the database on the date specified, and includes not 

only the information listed in Rule 143 EPC but also additional data such as legal status, attorney 

details, etc.
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14.1.1 EP Register in a bulk
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EP Register ST36 XML in a bulk - 1
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EP Register ST36 XML in a bulk - 2
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• EP full text in XML dataset and Unitary Patent 
Protection (UPP) bibliographic data

https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/data.html
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EP full text data ST36 XML and PDF/A in a bulk

§ A bulk data collection including the full text in machine-readable format of all patent applications(EP A’s) 

and granted patent specifications (EP B’s) published by the EPO since it was set up in 1978. 

§ Also included EP A4’s and correction documents (A8, A9 and B8 and B9)

§ European patent applications (EP-A documents) filed via the PCT route and published by WIPO in 

one of the three official languages (Rule 153/3)  of the EPO are not republished by the EPO. For these 

cases, only minimum information is available (EP publication, corresponding PCT application number, 

etc.)

§ 3TB backfile (PDF/A, TIFF and XML)

§ Weekly front file every Wednesday 14:00 CET (via download area)/free of charge

UPP relevant info only in correction documents of granted EP’s - B8 or B9 – when 

UPP is visible after B1 publication and only in XML not in PDF/A
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Example of EP B9 and 7000 tags for UPP

§ Decision date & purport of unitary protection request

Decision date & purport of unitary protection request
Only when decision=P (positive)

UPP relevant info only in correction documents of granted 
EP’s:
B8 or B9 

Only when UPP is visible after B1 publication 

Only in XML not in PDF/A

Only when B7002 is P (positive)
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• DOCDB in XML  dataset and Unitary Patent 
Protection (UPP) bibliographic data

https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/ebd.html
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§ DOCDB data is the backbone of many commercial products and services. 

§ It includes bibliographic data (names, numbers, classifications, titles, abstracts but also citations 

simple families and more) from over 100 countries worldwide including EP data. 

§ The data goes back as far as the 1830s for some patent authorities, and is available as backfile 

and frontfile.

§ At present, you can find over 140 million biblio records in the DOCDB in XML.

§ DOCDB has historical backfile and 2 weekly deliveries frontfiles
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14.7 DOCDB in XML 
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Mock-up from Amend exchange package (EP B1 versus C0)

B1 versus C0

Legend:

* Attribute "doc-id" will contain the unique and stable identifier to the publication-reference. The attribute will be populated with a variable length 
10 digit numerical value. There will be a "doc-id" for every patent publication – except for "void" documents

*
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https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/manuals.html

Element 
<exch:designation-of-states> 
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DTD 2.5.8

§ The schema-definition has been extended to be 

able to support EP publications with kind-code 

‘C0’ – identifying “unitary patent protection”.

§ To this purpose element 

<exch:designation-epc> has been 

extended with two new elements:

• element <exch:up-participating-

states>

§ this element will be populated from the 

moment that EP-C0 start being published

https://publication.epo.org/raw-data/product?productId=91
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DOCDB in XML manual on our website: 

https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/manuals.html
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• Open Patent Services (OPS) API and Unitary Patent 
Protection (UPP)

https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/web-services/ops.html
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Open Patent Services (OPS) RESTful webservices (API’s)

§ Open Patent Services (OPS) is a web service which provides access to the EPO's data via a standardised 

XML interface. It does this using RESTful architecture.

§ There are 8 different services available in OPS

§ OPS data is extracted from the EPO's bibliographic, worldwide legal event, full-text and image databases 

and  is therefore from the same sources as the Espacenet and European Patent Register data.

§ OPS is available upon registration, but offer free of charge access as well as yearly paying subscription 

option
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All OPS services and its constituents in a nutshell

Open Patent 
Services (OPS)

II. OPS Published -Retrieval:
• biblio
• abstract *
• full-cycle
• equivalents (simple family)
• images
• full text

V. OPS Register Search:
• biblio
• procedural
• events
• upp

III. OPS Legal IV. OPS Family 
(INPADOC extended):

• biblio
• legal 

EP C0/UPP events available

*   only with application no

OPS 

Numbering

I. OPS Published - Search:
• biblio
• abstract
• full-cycle 
• citing references

VI. OPS Register – Retrieval:
• biblio
• procedural
• events
• upp

VII. OPS Numbering VIII. OPS CPC:

• search

• media

• mapping
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…/rest-services/published-data

/publication/docdb/

EP.2382535.C0/biblio

…/rest-services/published-data

/publication/epodoc/

EP2382535/biblio (full-cycle)

OPS Published –search and 

retrieval 
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…/rest-services/published-data/publication/docdb/EP.2382535.C0/equivalents

…/epodoc/EP2382535/equivalents  would produce same results

OPS Published – retrieval with equivalents (simple DOCDB family) 

constituent
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OPS Legal

…/rest-services/legal/publication/docdb/EP.2537562.C0
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OPS Family
…/rest-services/family/publication/docdb/EP.2216857.C0
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…/3.2/rest-services/register/search/upp/?q=urd=yes*

…/3.2/rest-services/register/search/upp/?q=ufd=yes*

OPS Register with UPP – search option with URD and UF

*Query options for UFD and URD: 
=true

=false
=no

=ccyymmdd

(or ccyymm, ccyy, 
ccyymmdd:ccyymmdd)

Unitary effect request (ufd) 

Unitary effect registration dates (urd)
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UPP – Status and Biblio – search result 
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UPP – Procedural Data – search result
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UPP – Events Data – search result
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OPS Register with UPP – keywords search option (CQL)
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OPS Register with UPP – keywords search option (CQL) – UPP events
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OPS Register with Unitary effect request (ufd) and 
Unitary effect registration dates (urd) field identifiers
…/rest-services/register/search/?q=ufd=yes

…/rest-services/register/search/?q=urd = yes
Query options for UFD and URD: 

=true

=false

=no

=ccyymmdd (or ccyymm, ccyy, ccyymmdd:ccyymmdd)
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OPS Register UPP - retrieval option

/3.2/rest-services/register/publication/epodoc/EP2471681/upp
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Scroll the record to see 3 UPP related

events as in the picture   
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https://ops.epo.org/schema/rplus.xsd
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Unitary Patent sample packages for datasets 

https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products
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Thank you 

Vesna Vajsbaher 
Bulk data and OPS – EPO, Dir 541 Patent Data Management
vvajsbaher@epo.org, patentdata@epo.org
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