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Download covers
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List export

48



European Patent Office

RSS feeds
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Contents

 Searching in Espacenet

 Viewing & processing results

 Exploring the details

 Example

50



European Patent Office

Bibliographic data
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Link to the European & national registers

Available register links:
BE, CH, CS, CZ, DK, EE, EP, 
FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, IT, LT, 
NL, NO, SE, SK
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Description
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Claims
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Mosaics
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Original document
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Excursion: citations

Cited
 by an applicant

 during search (in search report)

 during examination

 in an opposition/appeals procedure

 Backward citations

 Forward citations
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Types of citations 

58

time

Backward citations:
earlier documents

Forward citations:
later documents

JPS61286802

FR2912977
US2006181760

US2006105103

EP1460473

EP1099671
WO0037376

EP0978494

JPH04328701

JPS638602

WO0037377

US2478817 EP0820967

Documents cited in the search report of document EP0689962
Document EP0689962 was cited in the search report of these documents

EP0689962
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Cited documents
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Citing documents
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INPADOC legal status
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Patent families

Source: http://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/first-time-here/patent-families.html

Initial filing
(priority)

Subsequent filing 1
(with priority claim)

Subsequent filing 2
(with priority claim)

Subsequent filing 3
(with priority claim)

INPADOC patent family
 linked via priorities

Patent 1

Priority 1

Patent 2

Priority 1
Priority 2

Patent 3

Priority 1
Priority 2

Patent 4

Priority 2
Priority 3

Patent 5

Priority 3

Priority
1

Priority
2

Priority
3

1

"Simple" patent family
 identical priorities

Patent 1

Priority 1

Patent 2

Priority 1
Priority 2

Patent 3

Priority 1
Priority 2

Patent 4

Priority 2
Priority 3

Patent 5

Priority 3

Priority
1

Priority
2

Priority
3

Family P1-P2

Family P1

Family P2-P3

Family P3

1

2

3

4
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In Espacenet: simple patent family
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INPADOC patent family: related inventions
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Global Dossier

 The Global Dossier service provides single-point access to dossier 
content of files in numerous intellectual property offices (including 
the IP5 offices)

 Each partner office offers real-time access to the relevant data on 
their servers. However, it may take up to eight weeks from their 
national publication date before documents are available in the 
Global Dossier
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Global Dossier

Offices supporting the Global Dossier service:

 Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) 

 State Intellectual Property Office of the People's Republic of China 
(SIPO)

 European Patent Office (EPO)

 Japan Patent Office (JPO)

 Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO)

 United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)

 World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO)
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Espacenet access to Global Dossier
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Espacenet access to Global Dossier
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Global Dossier
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Contents

 Searching in Espacenet

 Viewing & processing results

 Exploring the details

 Example
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Example

Prior art search 

Mr Thomas Smith has invented a helmet with a thermoelectric 
refrigerating device to cool the head with a rechargeable battery and 
solar cells to charge the battery.

Mr Thomas Smith wants to know if his invention is new and if he can 
patent his invention.
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Mr Thomas Smith has invented a helmet with a 
thermoelectric refrigerating device to cool the head with a 
rechargeable battery and solar cells to charge the battery.

1. Identification of key concepts

Concept 1

Concept 2

Concept 3 Concept 4
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2. Find keywords

→ Dictionary of synonyms, citations, ... 

F1 F2 F3 F4
Key concepts Helmet Thermoelectric 

refrigerating 
device

Rechargeable 
battery

Solar cells

Keywords helmet* cool* batter* solar
hat* refriger* photovoltaic 
head protector* etc. ... PV
etc. ... etc. ...

Classification 
symbols

CPC
IPC
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→ IPC and/or Espacenet classification search masks

3. Find patent classification symbols

F1 F2 F3 F4
Key concepts Helmet Thermoelectric 

refrigerating 
device

Rechargeable 
battery

Solar cells

Keywords helmet* cool* batter* solar
hat* refriger* photovoltaic 
head protector* etc. ... PV
etc. ... etc. ...

Classification 
symbols

CPC A42B 3/Low F25B 21/00/Low H01M/Low H01L 31/00/Low
IPC A42B 3/Low F25B 21/00/Low H01M/Low H01L 31/00/Low

OR

AND
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Thank you
for your attention!

Roland Feinäugle
Andrée Lahaye
Johannes Schaaf

Patent Information Marketing
pim@epo.org
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