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Number of applications worldwide

Source : EPO Worldwide Patent Statistical Database (PATSTAT), October 2017 edition.
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Data flow

 Regular deliveries from patent authorities to the EPO often include 
recent and less recent publications, as well as updated legal status

 Publications and legal status data are
− loaded in the EPO databases 
− processed
− extracted for the EPO tools on a regular basis
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Types of patent monitoring

 Technical
 Competitor
 Legal
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European Patent Register – What is it?

Free online access to:
 legal status information
 procedural status information

of patent applications at the EPO
 EP
 Euro-PCT

during the European phase
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https://www.epo.org/register
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Patent monitoring with the European Patent Register

1. RSS feed

a) Search results

b) File inspection 

2. Register Alert service
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1. a) Search results – RSS feed
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Search results – RSS feed
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Automated search

Links to the European Patent 
Register preserved
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1. b) File inspection – All documents – RSS feeds
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Monitor correspondence between the EPO and the 
applicant/attorney
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2. Register Alert - Monitoring files

 Monitors event changes to European Patent Register applications - up to 
1000 files

 When an event change in European Patent Register occurs - an e-mail 
notification is sent to up to five e-mail addresses

 The user can select which changes trigger a notification

 The user can customise the notification (content)

 Import and export lists of documents
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Register Alert - Monitoring files
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 Secure environment

 For free 

 Access via username and password 
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Register Alert - Access
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Register Alert – Search results 
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You have to be logged in
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Register Alert - Monitored applications list
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Register Alert - Preferences
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Register Alert service – e-mail notification
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Monitor event changes to patent applications

Account name and title displayed
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Espacenet

 Free web service: www.epo.org/espacenet
 Worldwide bibliographic data collection

 > 100 million data (≥ 1782)
 > 100 patent authorities
 > 80 million searchable abstracts in English

 Three searchable full-text collections 
> 30 patent authorities (EN, DE, FR)

 Machine translation tool (Patent Translate)

https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/patent-additions.html
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/full-text-additions.html
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Patent monitoring with Espacenet

1. Query history

2. Favorites / Bookmarks

3. RSS feed
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1. Query history
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2. Favorites / Bookmarks
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3. RSS feed
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What is Global Patent Index (GPI)?

- One of the subscription databases available in the Patent information 
services for experts user interface (epo.org/gpi)

- Enhanced searches in: 
DOCDB  the EPO's worldwide bibliographic data collection, also 

used in Espacenet. 
INPADOC the EPO's worldwide legal status data collection 

Fast, precise and detailed patent searches, patent monitoring, customisable 
results, simple statistics
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GPI data content

 Every week:

o New publications (available for the first time in DOCDB/GPI)

o Amended publications (amendments in the biblio. data of 
publications that are not new in DOCDB/GPI) 

 “New publications” does not necessarily mean “newly published” 
(deliveries from patent offices often include recent and less recent  
publications)
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GPI data content

Example of GPI 2018/08 (search run on Friday 14/09 after 12:00 CET)

o Approx. 486 709 new publications in this month

o Approx. 62 570 amended publications in this month
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GPI monitoring key aspects

Example of GPI 2018/09 (search run on Friday 02/03 after 12:00 CET)

Case of new DE publications of the week – sorted descending:
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New DE publications 
published 1 day before
(received by the EPO 
before publication)
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GPI monitoring key aspects

Example of GPI 2018/09 (search run on Friday 02/03 after 12:00 CET)

Case of new DE publications of the week – sorted ascending:
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New DE publications 
published sometime 
ago
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GPI monitoring key aspects

Example of GPI 2018/09 (search run on Friday 02/03 after 12:00 CET)

Case of new publications of the previous month:

o Approx. 400.000 publications available for the time in February
o Publication date range from 1901 to 2018
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GPI monitoring key aspects

 Monitoring using publication dates may not be relevant due to regular 
IPO deliveries containing recent and less recent publications

 Monitoring applies to new publications (exchanged for the first time 
from the EPO worldwide bibliographic collection (DOCDB), i.e. 
available for the first time in GPI)

 Amended publications are not monitor able (the nature of publication  
amendments are not searchable per se)
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GPI monitoring key aspects

 Monitoring of bibliographic data is based on the Date of First 
Exchange from DOCDB (criterion DFE)

 Monitoring is manual and consists of running searches at a given 
frequency, e.g. monthly, quarterly, and of producing result sets for 
subsequent analysis/reporting activities
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SearchSearch AnalyseAnalyse ReportReport
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GPI monitoring in practice

A monitoring query usually includes:

o A filtering part including DFE (date of first exchange), e.g.
DFE = 2018/08 for the monitoring of August run in September

o A user specific part including the bibliographic data to be 
monitored, e.g. a combination of classification symbols (e.g. IPC, 
CPC, CNO), applicant names (APP), etc.

The 2 parts are usually connected with the AND operator:

(DFE = 2018/08) AND (IPC CPC CNO = ... AND APP = ...)
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GPI monitoring in practice

What are the publications included for the first time in February in GPI 
for the technical fields and for the applicants/proprietors I want to 
monitor?
DFE = 201808 AND IPC CPC CNO = G06F AND H04L AND APP = "FREESCALE SEMICONDUCTOR" 
"KYOCERA" "GLOBALFOUNDRIES" "RENESAS ELECTRONICS" "SAP" "MICROSOFT TECHNOLOGY" "HYNIX 
SEMICONDUCTOR" "RESEARCH IN MOTION" "HONGFUJIN PREC" "MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC" "AMAZON 
TECH" "BOSCH GMBH" "DENSO" "NOKIA" "FUJIFILM" "KONINKL PHILIPS ELECTRONICS" "EMC" "ZTE" 
"TEXAS INSTRUMENTS" "SIEMENS AG" "APPLIED MATERIALS" "LG ELECTRONICS" "ORACLE INT" "MICRON 
TECHNOLOGY" "QUALCOMM" "HUAWEI TECH" "BOE TECHNOLOGY GROUP" "MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC" 
"NEC" "TOKYO ELECTRON" "APPLE" "INFINEON TECHNOLOGIES" "PANASONIC" "SEIKO EPSON" 
"SEMICONDUCTOR ENERGY" "SAMSUNG DISPLAY" "SHARP" "TAIWAN SEMICONDUCTOR MFG" "HEWLETT 
PACKARD DEVELOPMENT" "HITACHI" "HON HAI PREC IND" "GOOGLE" "SONY" "INTEL" "CANON" "FUJITSU" 
"TOSHIBA" "MICROSOFT" "SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS" "IBM"

38

Live demo
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GPI monitoring in practice

Names in Asian languages are searchable in GPI 

Names in Chinese, Japanese and Korean languages usually 
available in Latin alphabet within the following time schedules:

o CN: approx. 3 months
o JP: approx. 3 months
o KR: approx. 4 weeks

e.g. JP publications 3 months without names in Latin alphabet
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GPI monitoring in practice

Quarterly monitoring of the University of Kyoto

o DFE [201801, 201808] and PUC = JP and APP = "UNIV KYOTO“

76 publications

o DFE [201801, 201808] and PUC = JP and APP = 国立大学法人京都大学

257 publications

o DFE [201801, 201808] and APP = "UNIV KYOTO“ or 国立大学法人京都大学

Combination Latin/Japanese recommended
437 publications
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 Data content
 GPI monitoring key aspects
 GPI monitoring in practice – live demo
 GPI monitoring extensions – live demo
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GPI monitoring extensions

The monitoring may be enhanced using the following:

o CAPP: who is citing the parties

o OPP, THP: parties filing oppositions or observations during EP 
proceedings

o EVOW: parties as new owners mentioned in legal event records

o ISG: focus on granted / not granted (... and isg = yes)

o FAM: exclude simple families with a member already retrieved by 
a previous monitoring ( ... andnot fam = list of family IDs)
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Live demo
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