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Introduction

Patent Data Services Team: 
What do 
we do?

Provide the highest 
possible Quality 
Standards in World Wide 
Patent Data

Legal 
status 
database 

Collect, Analyse, Correct, 
Structure and add value, 
Disseminate

Bulk data 
products 

Distribution and support 
(DOCDB, INPADOC, Full 
Text, EP data, ...)

OPS Application management 
and user support (OPS 
forum)

Knowledge 
transfer 

Training, Conferences, 
Webinars, publish useful 
tables and statistics

http://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data.html
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The basic principle of the patent system
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by making the 
detailed description 
of the invention 
available to everyone

Benefit the public
by preventing third 
parties from exploiting
the invention for 
commercial purposes 
without authorisation

Benefit the owner

18 months after filing Valid for max. 20 years

Patents
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Publication

 Patent applications are published on 
Espacenet, 18 months after the date of 
filing (or earliest priority date)

 The search report is also published

 Third parties can submit observations at 
any time prior to grant

7

Over 100 million patent documents are accessible to the 
public on epo.org/espacenet
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Basic steps in the European grant procedure
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Examination Opposition Appeal

Publication 
of the 

application
and search 

report

Publication
of the 
patent 

specification

Filing Search Grant
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What is legal event data? What is legal status data?
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Legal event data is data on any procedural step during 
the grant procedure as wells as in the post-grant stage. 
Examples include “application filed”, “office action send”, 
“change of ownership”, and “maintenance fee paid.

Legal status data is data that includes a statement on the 
status, or state, of an application or IP right. 
Examples include “application is active” and “patent 
terminated”. 
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European grant 
procedure: 
legal events
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A-publication Grant of patent (B1 
publication)

Withdrawal by 
applicant

Intention to grant a 
European patent

Filing of notice of 
opposition

Revocation of patent 
in opposition 
proceedings

Renewal fee paid

Publication in section I.1 
EP Bulletin

(Expected) grant Change - withdrawal New entry: 
Communication of 
intention to grant a 

patent

Change - opposition 
filed

Revocation of patent New entry: Renewal fee 
paid

Change or deletion -
publication of A 

document

Change or deletion -
publication of B1 

document

Withdrawal of 
application

Change: 
Communication of 
intention to grant a 

patent

Opposition filed Change - revocation of 
patent

Change: Renewal fee 
paid

Separate publication 
of search report

Patent maintained in 
amended form 

(B2 publication)

Application deemed to 
be withdrawn

Deletion: 
Communication of 
intention to grant a 

patent

Opposition withdrawn Revocation of patent 
by the patent 

proprietor

Deletion: Renewal fee 
paid

Change - publication of 
search report

Patent maintained 
(B2 publication)

Change or deletion -
application deemed 

withdrawn

No notice of 
opposition filed within 

time limit

Opposition deemed not 
to have been filed

Patent revoked on 
request of proprietor

Lapse of patent in a 
contracting state

Publication of search 
report

Change - publication 
of B2 document

Application deemed to 
be withdrawn

No opposition filed 
within time limit

Change - opposition 
data/opponent's data or 
that of the opponent's 

representative

Closure of opposition 
proceedings

Lapse of the patent in a 
contracting state

Publication of 
international search 

report

Change or deletion -
publication of B2 

document

Refusal of application Change - no opposition 
filed

Rejection of 
opposition

Opposition procedure 
terminated - date of 

legal effect published

Change - lapse in a 
contracting state

Supplementary search 
report

Limitation of patent 
(B3 publication)

Change - refusal Opposition rejected Change - opposition 
procedure terminated

Licence

Change or deletion -
publication of search 

report

(Expected) limited 
patent specification

Refusal of application Change - rejection of 
opposition

Change - licence

Change or deletion -
publication of limited 
patent specification

Opposition 
inadmissible

Licence
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European grant procedure: legal status

11

• International application published
• Application published
• Examination requested
• Grant of patent intended
• Application refused
• Application deemed to be withdrawn
• Patent granted (this does not exclude the 
possibility of an ongoing opposition or 
appeal procedure)
• Opposition procedure running
• No opposition filed within time limit
• Opposition procedure closed
• Opposition rejected
• Patent revoked/limited
• Patent maintained in amended form
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Why do I need legal event and legal status data?

 Freedom to operate (FTO): Am I infringing someone's IP 
rights?
 Business opportunities: Generic drugs as a business

opportunity
 Find out: Who are my competitors?
 Strategic decisions: identifying possible licensing partners 

(maybe former opponents); Can I still oppose a competitor’s 
patent?
 Competitors watch: Closely monitor competitor's applications, 

check who dominates certain markets. In which technical 
areas is your competitor active?

12
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The INPADOC legal event database is an incremental database
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INPADOC - history

Some history
In 1978 the first patent register service of INPADOC was 
designed
In 1991 INPADOC integrated into EPO
In 1993 PRS contains legal events 
from 16 authorities
In 2018 around 70 authorities



European Patent Office 15

INPADOC – 40 years ahead of time http://docum
ents.epo.org/projects/babylon/eponet.nsf/0/26119727D

A
986026C

1258315003E
0D

7B
/$Fil

e/patent_inform
ation_new

s_0318_en.pdf



European Patent Office

Patent gazette: 
the latest news
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Some sources of legal events

Patent Register: 
all the updates
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2018 autumn maps legal status coverage
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https://www.epo.org/searching‐for‐patents/data/coverage.html
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https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/coverage/weekly.html
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INPADOC legal status: contents and coverage

Check 
recent 
updates

Find examples
Number of events

Country and 
event code
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INPADOC legal events coverage
Authority No. Events

EP 78874955

JP 52237617

CN 38896045

US 30894026

WO 20383956

KR 16935421

DE 10302865

GB 1749624

CA 1628305

FR 1619906

BR 1560049

AU 1016109

... ...
TOTAL 261 million 

events

Recent additions: 
- Belgium  
- Luxembourg
(2018)

Coming soon:
- Croatia
- SPC data from 

Italy, Romania
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https://worldwide.espacenet.com/
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https://worldwide.espacenet.com/publicationDetails/inpadoc?CC=EP&NR=1009363A2&KC=A2&FT=D&ND=3&date=20000621&DB=&locale=en_EP#
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MANDATORY OPTIONAL (attributes)

EFFECTIVE DATE = Date of legal 
effect of the event

KD OF CORRESP. PAT.= Kind 
code of the corresponding patent 
document
DESIGNATED COUNTR.= 
Designated countries

Country Code –F(iling number) –
Application number  - Application 
kind code - (Patent of Invention or 
Utility model)

Publication Steps of this 
application

Disclaimer

Indicator
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Further information for PG25: Reasons for lapse, other possibilities are
• LAPSE BECAUSE OF NON‐PAYMENT OF DUE FEES
• LAPSE BECAUSE OF EXPIRATION OF PROTECTION
• LAPSE BECAUSE OF THE APPLICANT RENOUNCES
• FAILURE TO ELECT DOMICILE IN THE NATIONAL COUNTRY
• THE PATENT HAS BEEN ANNULLED BY A DECISION OF A NATIONAL 

AUTHORITY

In case of fee payment the payment date and the payment year are included; 
We ONLY keep the LAST fee payment in the database. 

Postgrant EP events
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EP  EP REG(ional) events

EVENT CODE = REG GB FG4D 

REG(ional) Code: REG is the abbreviation of regional and refers 
in this case to an EP patent in the national phase

GB FG4D: the national country code and legal code
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Sorting possibleIncluding the 
category

Regional 
events 
without REG
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Legal status codes: 21 categories
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Categorising INPADOC legal event codes in use
since 1997

Intellectual effort: Treatment of batches based on 
multiple control principle and rules laid down in 
reference document

Continuously updated

Modelled on WIPO Standard 27

Manual: https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/manuals.html
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Class Description
A Application filing
B Application discontinuation
C Application revival
D Search and examination
E Pre-grant review request
F IP right grant
G Protection beyond IP right term
H IP right cessation
K IP right revival
L IP right review request
M IP right maintenance

Class Description
P Re-publication of document after modification

Q Document publication

R Party data change

S Information on licensing and similar 
transactions

T Administrative procedure adjustment

U Payment

V Appeal

W Other

Y Correction and deletion of event information

Z Classification pending

List of 21 INPADOC event classes and descriptions
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Details:
Sorted
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https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/coverage/weekly.html
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Legal status codes: descriptions

English 
descriptions

Original 
descriptions

Country and 
event code

Event-class = 
Event categories
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https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/coverage/regular.html



European Patent Office

Questions
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 Check the coverage table of the database

to learn about the countries and the events

of the INPADOC legal status database

 Use the categories to interpret the events 

 Include legal events in your searches; they might lead 

you to new or unexpected information

41

Conclusions
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Need more information?
Contact us via patentdata@epo.org

Visit www.epo.org

Follow us on

 facebook.com/europeanpatentoffice

 twitter.com/EPOorg

 youtube.com/EPOfilms

 linkedin.com/company/european‐patent‐office
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