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European Patent Office

European Case Law Identifier (ECLI)

 ECLI is used to identify decisions of the EPO Boards of Appeal

 The format:    ECLI:EP:[court code]:[year of the decision]:[serial number]

ECLI:EP:BA:2018:T110413.20180111
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Label for the European Case Law Identifier 

Country code

Court code

Year when the decision was rendered (format YYYY)

Ordinal number : Decision case number 
+ date of the decision



European Patent Office

European Case Law Identifier (ECLI)

ECLI formats, e.g. EPO  https://e-justice.europa.eu/content_european_case_law_identifier_ecli-175-ii-en.do?member=1
ECLI resolver: (an ECLI typed after this path  https://e-justice.europa.eu/ecli/ ,will display the relevant ECLI metadata) e.g.  https://e-
justice.europa.eu/ecli/ECLI:EP:BA:2011:T183409.20110405
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European Patent Office

European Case Law Identifier (ECLI)
ECLI is used by:

− 27 EU Member States (MS) : 
AT, BE, BG, CZ, CY, DK, DE, EE, ES, GR, IE, FR, HR, HU, IT, LV, LT, LU, MT, 

NL, PL, PT, RO, SE, SI, SK, FI

− 3 European Courts: 

Court of Justice of the European Union

European Court of Human Rights

Boards of Appeal of the European Patent Office 
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ECLI at the EPO 
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ECLI at the EPO 

http://www.epo.org/law-practice/case-law-appeals/advanced-search.html
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ECLI : improvements

Harmonize ECLI for citing and searching for Decisions of the BoA1:

 citing the ECLI in “citing” and “cited decisions” on the BoA decisions 

 searching decisions with ECLI in the Register

 citing decisions with ECLI in the Register section “Appeals”

1 EPO Boards of Appeal database 
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 To expose Case Law metadata to be indexed by other search engines (e.g. the ECLI 

search engine)

 Providing the ECLI identifier is required 

 Provided by:

− 15 EU Member States:

BE, BG, CZ, DE, EE, FI, GR, ES, FR, HR, IT, LV, NL, PT, SI

− 2 European Courts:

Court of Justice of the EU and the EPO Boards of Appeal 

− Other: 
ACA-Europe - Association of Councils of State and Supreme 

Administrative Jurisdictions of the European Union (Jurifast).
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ECLI sitemap
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− In production, 

− All EPO decisions  38.073 decisions (14.09.2020)

− Updated daily  

− Free access  https://www.epo.org/law-practice/case-law-appeals/sitemap/robots.txt

To enhance your patent information services 

with EPO decisions data and access to full text in HTML or PDF
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ECLI sitemap at the EPO
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ECLI sitemap : robot.txt 
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ECLI sitemap : sample metadata 

Reference key

URLs

ECLI

https://www.epo.org/law-practice/case-law-appeals/sitemap/robots.txt
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ECLI sitemap page at epo.org

http://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/legal/ecli-sitemap.html
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ECLI sitemap web page at epo.org
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 https://e-justice.europa.eu/content_ecli_search_engine-430-en.do
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ECLI search engine

 Launched in May 2016

 > 6 million court decisions

 Coverage 

- 15 EU states

- CJEU, EPO BoA

- ACA-Europe; DILA
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ECLI search engine : EPO 
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 The EPO supports the ECLI to uniquely identify and cite court 
decisions and supports the ECLI search engine

 ECLI sitemap provides decisions metadata to enrich your PI services 
and provide access to EPO decisions in full text;

 The ECLI search engine is an alternative that may complement your 
needs to search and access court decisions related to patents in 
Europe. 
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Summary




