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The INPADOC legal event data is EPO’s collection of legal events. 
Legal event data relates to information on the events during the 
lifetime of a patent application. INPADOC contains legal events from 
over 50 international patent authorities worldwide, available in 
Espacenet/OPS, the Global Patent Index, PATSTAT and as bulk data. 
The events are also included in many commercial products.  
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INPADOC worldwide legal event data

Legal?
Event?
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https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/first-time-here/legal-event-data.html
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We start with an example

https://www.epo.org/news-events/in-focus/fighting-coronavirus/inventors-against-coronavirus.html
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What is legal event data? What is legal status data?
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Legal event data is data on any procedural step during the grant procedure 
as wells as in the post-grant stage. 
Examples include “application filed”, “office action send”, “change of 
ownership”, and “maintenance fee paid.

Legal status data is data that includes a statement on the status, or state, of 
an application or IP right. 
Examples include “application is active” and “patent terminated”. 
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European Patent Register: 
legal events

9

A Register event is a procedural action 
taken by a party to the proceedings and 
involving a coding (addition, deletion, 
change of data) that triggers an entry in 
the European Patent Register. It appears 
as the Most recent event in About this 
file (until it is replaced by the next event) 
and is also added to the list in Event 
history. For the purpose of monitoring 
applications, such an event generates an 
email notification to subscribed users of 
Register Alert.

https://register.epo.org/allEvents



European Patent Office

European Patent Register: legal status
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• International application published
• Application published
• Examination requested
• Grant of patent intended
• Application refused
• Application deemed to be withdrawn
• Patent granted (this does not exclude 

the possibility of an ongoing opposition 
or appeal procedure)

• Opposition procedure running
• No opposition filed within time limit
• Opposition procedure closed
• Opposition rejected
• Patent revoked/limited
• Patent maintained in amended formhttps://register.epo.org/help?topic=legalstatus&lng=en
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 is a collection of legal events 
 and of legal status data

Minimum Requirement for a legal 
event in INPADOC

- Patent application/publication 
number

- Event indicator
- Event date / Date of publication
- Event description

INPADOC worldwide legal event data
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Good to know: If we can connect a publication date 
to a status; we will add it to INPADOC
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Additional information:  Category
 Countries
 Effective date
 Details

INPADOC worldwide legal event data
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Download list from Espcanet to search, select, sort…

Event indicator Category Event description Countries Event date Effective date Details
EP 17P D: Search and 

examination
REQUEST FOR 
EXAMINATION FILED

2011‐09‐28 2011‐06‐23

EP AK W: Other DESIGNATED 
CONTRACTING 
STATES

AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE 
DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU 
LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO SE SI SK SM 
TR

2011‐09‐28 Reference document
Kind: A2

EP DAX Y: 
Correction/deletion 
of event information

REQUEST FOR 
EXTENSION OF THE 
EUROPEAN PATENT 
(DELETED)

2012‐03‐28

EP 17Q D: Search and 
examination

FIRST EXAMINATION 
REPORT DESPATCHED

2013‐04‐24 2013‐03‐26

EP 18D B: Application 
discontinuation

APPLICATION 
DEEMED TO BE 
WITHDRAWN

2014‐01‐15 2013‐08‐06
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Patent gazette: 
the latest news
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Where does the information come from?
From the national offices…

Patent Register: 
all the updates
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What is the coverage?

https://www.epo.org/searching‐for‐patents/data/coverage.html
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https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/coverage/weekly.html
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Contents and coverage of the INPADOC legal event 
data
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INPADOC Coverage table
Authority Event Code Regional First Date Gazette Last Date Gazette First Application First Date Filed Last Application Last Date Filed No. Events

AR FA   21‐02‐2004 24‐04‐2017 AR 33407595 A 01‐11‐1995 AR P150102911 A 11‐09‐2015 14189

Authority Two-letter code of countries and other organizations, such as regional intellectual-property 
organizations (WIPO STANDARD 3)

Event code Up to 4 digits event code; identifying this particular event

Regional Indication of regional event: EP, WO, CN (for HK), GB (for HK), SU (legacy)

First/Last date gazette First and last publication date of this event in our database

First/Last application First and last application number of patents/applications with this legal event; with the filing date of the 
application

No Events How many events do we have in the database for this particular code?

Date created When was this code added to the database?

Influence Plus/minus influence indicator; 

Description/
Last Update ENG

Last update of the English description of this code

Description/
Last Update ORI

Last update of the original description of this code

Category/
Description (INPADOC 
classification scheme)

This indicates the category to which belongs the code

Date Created Influence Description ENG Last Update ENG Description ORI Last Update ORI Category (INPADOC 
classification scheme)

Category Description (INPADOC 
classification scheme)

20110427 ‐ ABANDONMENT OR WITHDRAWAL 20110427 ABANDONO O RETIRO 20110427 B APPLICATION DISCONTINUATION
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INPADOC 
legal 
event 
data 
coverage

Authority No. Events

EP 94624093
JP 59210325
CN 50702215
US 47342215
WO 22811920
KR 19536864
DE 10825740
BR 1916881
FR 1830924
GB 1788544
CA 1717030
AU 1114854
AT 784651
RU 769871
TW 689542
NL 503553
ES 478817
NZ 378114
IL 274579
CH 265465
MX 208651
FI 191328
IT 166219
SE 139118
DD 126164
DK 119351
HU 111766

BE 106908
CZ 98593
HK 96499
NO 86301
AR 72395
PT 58371
PL 57579
EA 51652
HR 47965
PE 28163
IE 28139
EE 16053
GR 13798
SI 12380
CO 12231
MD 11831
SK 9592
UY 9281
CS 8091
SU 7960
LT 4669
LU 3067
CR 2787
CU 1094
PH 1045
MC 1003
SV 992
Total 319477233

45 Authorities deliver data 
on a regular basis
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INPADOC legal event data: Categories

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/
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 Use case: Patent documents with a large number of legal events
 Category information can help to structure/filter legal event data 

according to your needs
 Category information according to INPADOC classification scheme 

are available in New Espacenet and Global Patent Index
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INPADOC legal event data: Categories
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INPADOC legal event data: Categories
Sorted
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INPADOC legal event data: Categories

Categorising INPADOC legal event codes in use
since 1997

Intellectual effort: Treatment of batches based on 
multiple control principle and rules laid down in 
reference document

Continuously updated

Modelled on WIPO Standard 27

Manual: https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/manuals.html
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Class Description
A Application filing
B Application discontinuation
C Application revival
D Search and examination
E Pre-grant review request
F IP right grant
G Protection beyond IP right term
H IP right cessation
K IP right revival
L IP right review request
M IP right maintenance

P Document modification
Q Document publication
R Party data change
S Licensing information
T Administrative procedure adjustment
U Payment
V Appeal
W Other
Y Correction/deletion of event information
Z Not classified

INPADOC legal event data: Categories
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A Freedom to Operate (FTO) analysis invariably begins by searching 
patent literature for issued or pending patents, and obtaining a legal 
opinion as to whether a product, process or service may be 
considered to infringe any patent(s) owned by others. 

Is this patent valid?
- EP 2419730
- US 9091679
- JP5776684
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Am I infringing someone’s IP rights?
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 Competitors watch: Closely monitor competitor's applications, 
check who dominates certain markets. In which technical 
areas is your competitor active?
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Why do I need legal event and legal status data?
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 INPADOC Legal events searchable in GPI
 BUT: also many commercial providers offer searchable solutions
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Global Patent Index: searching legal events

www.epo.org/gpi
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INPADOC searchable in Global Patent index
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Looking up an inventor and find the latest events…
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Latest legal events in Espacenet

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search/family/040775198/publication/EP3263591A1?q=EP3263591
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https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data/coverage/regular.html
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Questions
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 Check the coverage table of the database

to learn about the countries and the events

of the INPADOC legal status database

 Use the categories to interpret the events 

 Include legal events in your searches; they might lead 

you to new or unexpected information
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Conclusions
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Need more information?
Contact us via patentdata@epo.org

Visit www.epo.org

Follow us on

 facebook.com/europeanpatentoffice

 twitter.com/EPOorg

 youtube.com/EPOfilms

 linkedin.com/company/european‐patent‐office
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