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Agenda – GPI 5 key benefits

1. Run detailed searches in EPO’s worldwide bibliographic, legal 
event and full text data collections

2. Run preliminary data quality assessment (risk management)

3. Run regular monitoring searches

4. Work effectively when browsing search result sets

5. Visualise/download search result sets (statistics)
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EPO’s worldwide searchable data collections

Espacenet GPI PATSTAT

Bibliographic data   

Legal events   

Full text1   

Update frequency daily weekly twice a year

1. Current GPI full text coverage: DE ES FR GB + EP WO (in de en fr language) – next addition: CH
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Access to GPI at epo.org/gpi

1-month free trial
No search limitation
Download limitation

https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/gpi.html
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Login window

1. Login
2. Select GPI
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Search window

Search target: data encryption 
applied to blockchain technology



European Patent Office 7

Combine bibliographic data + full text

FYI, see EPO glossary of terms on blockchain technology with translated 
terms and CPC information – also in other technical areas

WORD combines bibliographic data and full text:
titles + abstracts + descriptions + claims

https://forums.epo.org/download/file.php?id=617
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Combine bibliographic data + full text

Usual next step: query enrichment with classification information, but … 
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Run preliminary quality assessment searches

before combining terms with IPC/CPC in your query: how many 
documents without IPC/CPC?
 Run quality assessment, i.e. measure the risk of not retrieving 
documents due to missing classification information

Query $73 (terms only): returns 7.487 families

$73 andnot (IPC or CPC = *): returns 29 families

 risk = 0,4%

Note: % sometimes much higher (e.g. for “Applicant country of residence”)
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Run preliminary quality assessment searches

FYI, PATSTAT bibliographic data completeness (Tableau Public):

https://public.tableau.com/profile/patstat.support#!/vizhome/CoverageofPATSTAT2020AutumnEdition/CoveragePATSTATGlobal
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Visualise search result sets

Simple statistics to identify classification symbols most frequently 
assigned by patent examiners:

Easy transfer of relevant 
symbols to your initial query 
based on keywords only
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Visualise search result sets

Cross reference to identify co-assignments of classification symbols:

Consider combining G06F 
with H04L in your query
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Query enrichment with classification information

Possible next step for your search strategy :
identify and use classification subgroup levels

20% families less
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Combine bibliographic data + full text + legal events

Highly relevant when searching for applicants/proprietors:

APP: applicant/proprietor in bibliographic data, known at the time of 
publication

EVOW: owner mentioned in legal events, e.g. following a change of 
ownership
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 EP 2521992 A1 not retrieved with APP = "PING IDENTITY"
Only retrieved with APP or EVOW = "PING IDENTITY"

Combine bibliographic data + full text + legal events
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Compare search results:

Owner Ping Identity, e.g. in the case of US assignments:

Combine bibliographic data + full text + legal events
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Applicant/proprietor and new owner available as result list columns:

Combine bibliographic data + full text + legal events
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Run regular monitoring searches

Monitoring with GPI means running a search at regular intervals (e.g. 
monthly or quarterly) to retrieve patent documents made available in 
GPI for the first time in the monitored time period.

Use case: e.g. monitoring of technical areas and/or competitors

Scenario: early April 2021 we monitor 2021 Q1, for our technical area 
of interest (query $78)

Means: criterion DFE “Date of first exchange” = date a document is 
included in GPI for the first time:

DFE [202101, 202103] AND $78
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Search result set on 09.04.2021:

757 families where at least one family member has been 
made available in GPI for the first time in 2021 Q1

Run regular monitoring searches
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Note: “Added for the first time” in 2021 Q1 does not necessarily mean 
published in 2021 Q1 :

Run regular monitoring searches

13% of our result set includes documents published before
Q1 2021, provided by IPOs to the EPO in Q1 2021, and 
available in Espacenet/GPI also in Q1 2021
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Search result list:

1. Regular deliveries from IPOs to the EPO 
frequently contain recent and less recent 
publications.

2. Publication dates not recommend for regular 
monitoring.

Run regular monitoring searches
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Scenario #2 – monthly monitoring of companies:
• First monitoring run in January 2021 (monitoring of December 2020)
• Current monitoring run this month (monitoring of March)
• Removal of families already retrieved by a previous monitoring

Run regular monitoring searches

DFE =202103 ANDNOT FMDFE [202012, 202102] AND APP OR EVOW = …

FMDFE: first exchange of a family member

ANDNOT FMDFE eliminates families already retrieved during the 
monitoring run in January, February and March
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Scenario #3 – monitoring of licensing information published in March:

Run regular monitoring searches

EVD = 202103 AND EVCA = S AND …

EVD: legal event date (publication, e.g. in Bulletin or Gazette)

EVCA: event category S = “Information on licensing and similar 
transactions”. EPO categorised around 3.000 detailed legal events. 
Category S = 250 detailed legal events!



European Patent Office 24

Run regular monitoring searches

Information from UK IPO

Information from DE IPO

Event categories = powerful entry means in the world of legal events
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Work effectively when browsing search result sets

Customise result list and 
document content to focus on 
relevant information
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Work effectively when browsing search result sets

Add result list columns Rearrange document fields



European Patent Office 27

Work effectively when browsing search result sets

Switch to mode 
document viewer
(query and result list 
boxes are hidden)

Browse result list

Open max. 4 document sectionsNavigate in search hits
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Visualise search result sets to prepare reports

Simple statistics
e.g. top 100 applicants

Cross reference
e.g. top 20 applicants * top 20 IPC

Not enough statistics parameters?  download customised result lists
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XSLX or CSV file:

• Prepare information annexed to your search report
• Create your own statistics

Download of search result lists for post-processing
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XML file – e.g. loaded/modified with Excel:

Download of search result lists for post-processing
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XML file – e.g. loaded/modified 1st with Excel and 2nd with Power BI:

Download of search result lists for post-processing
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With GPI, can I …

1. Search all granted patents in one go?
Using criterion ISG “Is granted“: e.g. ISG = YES

yes no

2. Easily combine queries of my search history?
Using query IDs: e.g.
$1 andnot $2
$3 and IPC or CPC = …

yes no

3. Easily spot top companies in a given tech. area?
Using Simple statistics with the parameter Applicant

yes no
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With GPI, can I …

4. Assess freedom to operate in the US market?
Current full text coverage: DE EP ES FR GB WO

yes no

5. Use publication dates for regular monitoring?
But not recommended: data deliveries from IPOs to the 
EPO sometimes cumulate frontfile with backfile data
Use DFE/FMDFE instead of PUD

yes no

6. Use APP to spot changes of ownership?
A change of ownership is a legal information – use EVOW, 
combined or not with APP – e.g. APP or EVOW = …

yes no





European Patent Office 34

Global Patent Index - subscribe to the GPI Forum

Thank you for your attention

epo.org/gpi

https://forums.epo.org/global-patent-index-gpi-73/
http://www.epo.org/gpi
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